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tribute. We treated you with favour, yet you took sides
against us. Chancla Sahib has left in your care the
treasure chests of Trichinopoli, his jewels, his horses, his
elephants, his wife and his son . You know how we have
treated the town of Bassein. My army is very numerous
and it wants money for its expenses, If you do not act as
I demand, I shall know how to draw from you money to
pay my whole army. I rely upon your at once sending
me upon receipt of this letter the wife and son of Chanda
Sahib, together with his elephants, horses, jewels and
treasure".

M. Dumas summoned his council and read them Raghuji
Bhosle's letter. It was better in his eyes, he said, to endure
a siege than to dishonour themselves by handing over the
refugees to the Marathas. The chivalrous Frenchmen
unanimously approved their chief's opinion, Confident of
their support, M. Dumas replied to the Marathas courteously
but firmly". "You tell me," he wrote, "that for fifty years
we have owed tribute to your king. Never has the French
nation paid tribute to any one. Indeed were I to do so, I
should forfeit my ho ad to my master, the king of France.
When we were given, not by your king, but by the princes
of this country, a piece of land on which to build a fortress
and a town, they required but one condition, namely, that
we should not molest the temples and the religion of
the country people. This condition we have faithfully
observed.......

"You have askecl me to make over to your horsemen
the wife and son of Chanda Sahib and the riches she
brought here. You aro a nobleman, at once generous and
brave, what would you think of me if I were guilty of so
base an a'ct ? Tho wife of Chanda Sahib is in Pondicherry
under the protection of the king of France, my master;
and every Frenchman in India would sooner die than hand
her over.....

* Wmotre dans fr* archives de la cowpagnte des fades quoted in original by-
Colonel Mallcson.